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»That the people have an original right to establish,
for their future government, such principles as, in
their opinion, shall most conduce to their own
happiness, is the basis, on which the whole
American fabric has been erected. The exercise of
this original right is a very great exertion; nor can
it, nor ought it to be frequently repeated. The
principles, therefore, so established, are deemed
fundamental. And as the authority, from which they
proceed, is supreme, and can seldom act, they are
designed to be permanent. ... This original and
supreme will organizes the government, and
assigns, to different departments, their respective
powers. It may either stop here; or establish certain
limits not to be transcended by those departments".
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